
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9668 August 3, 2007 
b 1400 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from New 
Mexico (Mrs. WILSON). 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the House recess until we get feedback 
from the Director of National Intel-
ligence that he has seen this legisla-
tion and he agrees that it will fix the 
intelligence gap that is threatening the 
United States. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I object. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-

tion is heard. 
f 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES 

Mr. SESSIONS (during the vote). Mr. 
Speaker, please be advised voting is 
not available to Members at this time 
and the Republican minority would re-
quest that we have the ability to vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The vot-
ing machine is operational, but there is 
an issue with the display, the Chair has 
been informed, and the Clerk is work-
ing on it. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, point of 
parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. It is my under-
standing that the Speaker may, has op-
tions available to him or her as it re-
lates to electronic voting to where the 
Speaker could make a decision to have 
the Clerk record those votes manually 
by rollcall. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The vot-
ing system is operational and the vote 
is ongoing. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Continuing my re-
quest. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the 
gentleman will suspend. The Chair will 
try to ensure that Members know of 
time remaining and will have an oppor-
tunity to cast their votes, and the 
Chair will announce the vote a number 
of times to allow Members to change 
their vote. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, how am 
I recorded? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the 
gentleman will consult with the Clerk, 
they will tell you how you have voted. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
gentlelady from Colorado. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Parliamentary in-
quiry. To speed this process, Mr. 
Speaker, are the computers throughout 

the Chamber on both sides working so 
Members could check the computers to 
see how their votes are recorded and 
how much time is remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would recommend that Members 
check their votes at the voting ma-
chine or at the rostrum to ensure that 
his or her vote is recorded. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, further 
parliamentary inquiry. On this side of 
the aisle the computers in the Chamber 
seem to be working, and I am won-
dering if they are working on the other 
side of the aisle? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is 
not a proper parliamentary inquiry. 
The voting will continue. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, point of 
parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, point of 
parliamentary inquiry. When the elec-
tronic voting system is inoperable or is 
not used, the Speaker or Chairman 
may direct the Clerk to conduct a 
record vote or quorum call as provided 
in clause 3 or 4; is that correct? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is correct. 

The voting system is working. The 
problem is with the display. The House 
will continue voting electronically. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Point of parliamen-
tary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, would 
it be correct to say that normal proce-
dures of this House are not currently, 
as it relates to voting, in place and 
available to Members at this time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is correct. There is a problem 
with the display. The Clerk is working 
to address that problem. But the vot-
ing machines are working, and the 
tally is being held. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Point of parliamen-
tary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, the 
question is whether the Speaker or the 
Speaker’s designee has the authority 
to make a decision to enact what we 
would call to conduct or direct the 
Clerk to conduct a record vote or 
quorum call as provided in clause 3 or 
4. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has alternatives; and when it is 
proper to use them, the Chair may do 
so. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Point of parliamen-
tary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, could 
you please outline those options that 
are available to you and your think-
ing? Because we are in a circumstance 
where we believe an inoperable voting 
system is presently being—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. One is a 
manual call, one is a vote by tellers, 
and one is to continue with the elec-

tronic vote. And the Chair has chosen 
to so continue. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry. How much time is 
remaining on the vote that we can’t 
see displayed any place that we are 
supposed to be casting? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There 
are 5 minutes and 30 seconds remaining 
on this vote, and the Chair will accom-
modate Members on this vote. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California has come to the 
Chair and reminded the Chair that 
Members may verify their vote at any 
one of the various voting stations. The 
engineers are working on the malfunc-
tion on the display, and we will con-
tinue electronic voting. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). The Chair will remind Mem-
bers that the House is voting on a mo-
tion to adjourn. Members may verify 
their votes at any of the various voting 
stations. The engineers are still work-
ing on the malfunction of the display. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). The Chair will remind the 
Members that they may use the voting 
machines, and Members may verify 
their vote at any one of the various 
voting stations. The House is presently 
voting on a motion to adjourn. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES 
Mr. SESSIONS (during the vote). Mr. 

Speaker, parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, as a re-
sult of the Members having an inabil-
ity to know what time remains, can 
the Chair please advise us what time 
remains in this vote? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will make every effort to ensure 
that the Members will have every op-
portunity to vote, regardless of the 
time elapsed. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Further parliamen-
tary inquiry. Mr. Speaker, can you 
please advise me how much time re-
mains in this vote? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman repeat his inquiry? 

Mr. SESSIONS. I will, Mr. Speaker. 
Can you please tell me how much time 
remains in this vote? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has the discretion to close the 
vote when all Members have voted. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Further parliamen-
tary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. Recognizing 
the circumstances that we are under, 
can you please advise me how much 
longer you will hold the vote open for 
Members? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will use his discretion to provide 
for Members who have not voted or 
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August 6, 2007 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H9668
August 3, 2007 On Page H9668 the following appeared: MOTION TO AJOURN

The online version should be corrected to read: MOTION TO ADJOURN


